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By Renee Wood

The Greater Yarra Valley and Ranges is one of
seven regions coming tEether 1o ignile com-
munity led renewable ecnorgy projects.

Ihe State Government invested $3.73 mil-
lion dollars inte establishing 'Community
Power Hubs' across Victoria 1o explore clean
energy salutions For home and uwns 1o accel-
crale the stalcs fulure largcis,

ealesville Core President bell Barlow is the
executive ollicer of the region’s hub and said it
will work closely with Como Energgy, a spocial-
ist in rolling oul renewable projects, on inves-
tigating small and lange scale options thal can
e implemenied locally.

“We're interested here in Vicloria in utiliz-
ing their professional cxpertise, both within
rencwable cnerngy and also legally as well, 1o
provide us with 1?“.' advice that we need Lo run

The Greater Yarra valley and Ranges hub will Implemant large and small Scale rencwable energy projects througnout the region.

A local led spark

similar sons of programs here in our region,”
Mr Barlow said,

“For example, medium sized solar Tarms,
hulk buys for houscholds and busincsscs with
things like solar pancls, batterics, heal pumps,
maybe reverse cycle air conditioners.....

“Perhaps solar car parks where you have a
car park with solar pancls on 1op w provide
shading. .. with clectric vehicle charging points
as well.”

The Tunding will support four jobs within
the hub's stcering group, that will develop and
deliver locally owned projects, while working
closely with smaller established groups, in-
cluding Healesville CoRE, Yarra CGlenergy,
Clean Energy Nillumbik, Yarra Valley BCOSS,
Dandenong Ranges Renowable Fnergy Asso-
clation, Bunyip Renewable Action Group, and
Fastern Climaie Action Melbowrmae.,

Restdenis will also have the opp Friumnily 1o

work with the hub on public and private initia-
livies,

“This idea that we're a trusicd organization,
and that we can do the hard work for the com-
munity.

“A bt of people think that they wani o put
solar on their rooliops, but they just don't
know where (o starl. They don't know who 1o
go o, they don’t know who inswallers are and
there aren'l a bot of installers in our region.”

The seven regions and Energy Minisier Lily
1Y Ambrosio came iogether online o officially
launch the Community Power Hubs on Satur-
day Aupgusi 28

“So0 many cxcellent ideas come ot of our
regions, and the ( munity Power Hubs
make these ideas happen - creating jobs, cul-
ting bills and helping us halve our crmissions
by 20030, Lily 1Y Ambrosio said.

The number of high-risk bushlire days could
neiarly double across the Yarra Ranges by the
end of the century, according Lo new climale
rescarch by CFA and internaiional rescarch
haodies,

Thie rescarch, published this month in the
International lournal of Wildland Fire, found
thit under dilferent emissions scenarios
both mean and extreme fire danger ane ex-
pecied o increase in Victoria

Statewide, rescarch modelling indicates
a 10=20 paer cent increase in extremae Forest
Fire Danger Index, with the greatest change
projected in the north-west region.

Hewewver, the greatest relative change in
the number of "'Very High' days per year will
be in central and castern parts of the stale
whiere there is a projecied dowbling and iri-
pling, respectively in the number ol “Very
High' days.

The: Yarra Ranges leatures on the edge the

CEXs central Victoria region, which cncoms-
passes Melbourne, Historically this region
has seen an average of 125 "Very High' fire
risk days cach year but that could extend w
22.5 by the end of the century.

Report co-author, CEA Manager Rescarch
and Development Dr Sarah Harris, said sce-
narios used in the rescarch show increased
temperature, caused by human-induced
climate change, 10 be the main driver of
heightencd fire danger.

“Changes in temperature, humidity and
rainfall during spring and carly summer
mean the fire scason will continue o start
carlier and run longer. As a Mow-on elfect,
springlime  opportunitics for  prescribed
burming could reduce,” she said.

CFA Chiel Oicer Jason Helfernan said he
was proud of CFA's robust rescarch program,
which he said brought further understand-
ing of the impacts of climate change in the
context of firclighting.

“As firefighters, we see the effects of these
longer and more severe fire scasons and iit's
imporiant thal we tum our minds towards

High-risk bushfire days set to soar

what firclighting looks like in the not-too-
distant Tuture,” he said.

“CFA is undertaking work to identilly chal-
lenges brought on by climate change and
increased fire risk, and ways to solve them
through adaplation and mitigation.”

“CFA also proudly works 10 reduce our
own greenhouse emissions, through initia-
tives such as increasing our use of roollop
solar and the number of hybrid vehicles in
the Meet.”

CFA Manager Bescarch and Develop-
ment Sarah Harris and co-authored the re-
search with researchers Scott Clark (School
of Farth, Atmosphere and Fnvironment,
Monash University), Timothy Brown [ Desen
Rescarch Institute in Nevada, USA), Graham
Mills (Monash University) and John T. Abat-
aoglou (School of Engincering, University of
Californial.

The rescarch was funded through Saler
Together, a Victorian approach 1o reducing
the risks of bushfire through fire and land
apencics such as CEA, Forest Fire Manage-
ment Vicloria and Parks Vicloria working

together with communmitics, combining in-
depth local knowledge with the laest sci-
ence and echnology 1o reduce bushiline risk
on both public and private land.

Forest Fire Managememt Vicworia Chiel
Fire Oficer Chris Hardman said pariner-
ships with community and agencies such as
CFA and FRV help ensune we are unified in
cmergency  preparcdness and response 1o
keep the community and environment salic,

“Wi know that Victoria is onc of the most
bushlire prone arcas in the world. Climatc
change is increasing the risk bushfires pose
1o our communitics, our critical infrasuruc-
ture and our environment,” he said.

“Thats why our siratcgic approach o
managing bushfire risk is bascd on the besy
evidence available, such as this rescarch,

“We have a 365-day approach o fudl
management, more mechanical reatment
and increasing capacity o contain bushifires
al first attack. We arc also prioritising cm-
powering Traditional Owners 10 lead sell-de-
termined culiural fire practices on country.”
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Future of McDermott Avenue

netball facility

At the 24 August coundcil mecting, Kilsyth resi-
dent and Lilydale Historical Socicty presidenit
Suc Thompson submitied a question relating
to the old McDermott Avenue nethall facilivy.

This lacility was closed in 2015 aficr relocat-
ing 1o Pinks Rescrve in Kilsyih,

Since then, the open space has boen used
by local nosidenis as recreational and cxcrcise
space, particularly during ihe last 18 months
of Covid- 19 lockdowns.

Ms Thompson was curious aboul whai
Yarra Ranges Council had planned for the site
and whai residenis could expoct 1o sec happen
with the space.

Director of Environment and Infrastruciure
Mark Varmalis said ithe council had initially
inicnded on sclling the site and had planned
wiilising the funds gencraied o put lowands
the new Tacilivy.

“This, however, did not progress at ithe time
as funher information cmenged, identifying
a need o undenake a review off the council's
recreation and open space siralegy 1o consid-
cr any sale of land across the municipality in
the overall context of recreational needs,” Mr
Varmalis said

“A review of the reoreational and open space
stralcgy is currently progressing with updaied
demographic and development data idenitilfy-
ingz the need for open space in the Mooroolbark
arca to moct current and luiure projoctions.

“The council’s recrcation and active living
tcam have initiated a masicr plan process for
the Mcllermon Avenue site which is secking
initial community input for the future of the
=ile,

*As this continues 10 be developed, further
reporting 1o council will occur 1o seck a dince-
tion for the futwre of the sie.”

Ihe site is currenily being used as a Cow-
id-19 drive through icsting silc which has pre-
viously raised concerns with local residenis.
Yarra Ranges Men's Health
Network update
Brian Micr from Yarra Ranges Mens Healith
Network provided an update on the cument
statc of mon's health support in the shire.

Lksing moen's health data collecied in 20010
by the Depaniment of Health, Mr Micr spoke of
how men make up many ol the deaths related
o mapor health and siivational concerns like
heart discase, alcohol consumplion, lung dis-
case and road wrallic accidenis

“%o when you think abowt thay, thay means
men are making up the victims of an awlul e
of health related sswes, be they physical re-
lated issues, be they mental bealth related is-
sues,” Mr Micr said

Mr Micr boicves the council’s 2025 plan
dizcards violenoe against men by only stating
‘prevent violence against women and thar
children’ and angues it should read somcthing
like ‘prevent violenoe in owur community.

Having witnessod male 0 make violenoe
hirmscll, Mt Micr said he thinks men anc “heing
denied rocognition and suppornt” in the Yarra
Hangos.

Mr Micr would ke 1o sce the sociology and
psychology of men, women and children siud-
icd 10 ensure services can work wogether ina
proaclive manncr.

The submission made by Mr Micr roquesi-
ed the coundil change the wording in its 2025
plan and encouraged Yarra Ranges Coundl 10
bocome a keader in the anca of men's healih.

Storm recovery update

Yarra Ranges Council provided its first storm
reoovery update at the 24 Awgust counail
mocting and introduced the new director of
recovery lanc Sinnamon.

The council is now the lead agency in the
recovery stage and is boing assisiod by Bush-
[ire Recovery Victoria,

The longer-termi necds o impacted com-
munitics is now the foous for the council while
il continues on-the-ground work such as de-
bris colloction.

The cost of rechabililation, reswration and
recovery has boen estimated at $65 million on
public land and could be up 1o %160 million on
privalc proporiy

The council is not in a position 10 bear the
financial burden of these recovery efforts and
is in ongoing conversations with the Swaie and
Federal Governments 1o seck financial assis-
tance. Saie government funding of $8.2 mil-
lion will be shared across the 10 council arcas
which were impacied by the storms, with Yarma

gos cxpecied (o reccive $3.5 milion. A re-
viscd budget is being preparcd 1o adapt to the
[linancial impacts of the storm, and will be re-
leased in carly 2022,
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